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Sonnenberg Village begins to grow

After months of planning and prepara-
tion, physical work on the Sonnenberg
Village siteis set to begin. Thefirst
building scheduled to berebuilt in the
Villageisbeing prepared for its new
location. With the assistance of Abe
Troyer, members of the Tschantz-
Schantz family have dismantled the
original Tschantz Log House and
stored it on the Geiser farm, where it
stood for almost 190 years.

Legal activity to allow work to
begin has a so been taking place. Title
to the village site was transferred from
the Geiser family to the Kidron
Community Historical Society in May.
Currently the site of Sonnenberg
Villageisplanted in oats. In July, after
the oats have been harvested, aroad
will be made from Hackett Road to the
new site of the Tschantz house and the
family will begin rebuilding the house.
Abe Troyer will assist with that task
aswell. Currently, Abeislooking for
logsto replace some of the damaged
wood which would not survivethe
move. Otherwise, for being 190 years
old, the houseisin remarkably good
condition.

Further good newsiis that
Sonnenberg Village hasreceived a
grant from the Ohio Cultural Facilities
Commissionin theamount of
$200,000. This grant was secured
through the assistance of State Senator
Ron Amstutz and State Representative
Jim Carmichael. KCHSisrequired to
match the grant before we can begin
construction on the Welcome Center
and public restrooms, so as always,
your financial support for this process

iscritical.

The board of directors has hired
Domenic Ferrante of Harris/Day
Architectsin Canton to design the
complex and secure"green” (environ-
mentally friendly) certification. Ferrante
isworking with Alan Frasz, of Dovetail
Solar and Wind, and Emmanuel
Annunike, of the Ohio Department of
Development, to design awind and
solar electric generating system for the
village.

Be on the lookout starting in July.
Sonnenberg Village will start to bustle
with activity.

Members of the Tschantz-Schantz family
turned out to dismantle the house.

Sonnenberg Village Hosts
First Annual Homecoming

To celebrate the start of work at the
Sonnenberg Village site, therewill be
acelebration on September 13th from
11 am. to 4 p.m. At noon, the Akron
Blackstocking baseball team will
challengethe Kidron Nineto acirca-
1870 baseball game. At 2 p.m. the
Blackstockingswill play the Kidron
Oldtimers.

During the games, attenderswill
be able to purchase hot dogs, coneys,
chips, fry pies, and drinksfrom
Sonnenberg Mennonite Church’s
food trailer, and Schloneger'shome-
madeice cream. Currently, the plan
isto have the Tschantz Log House
completely rebuilt and ready for
dedication.

All eventswill take place adja-
cent to the Sonnenberg Village on
Hackett Road at the Central Chris-
tian School parking field. Admission
isfree. Bring your entire family and
ablanket or lawn chairsfor asimple
day of celebrating and visiting.

CommuniTree spotlights old and new beauty

KCHS's 2008 annual display,
“CommuniTree,” isaunique blend of
older objects—many of which have never
been displayed before-with new items,
crafted for the display with theintent to
auction them in 2009 to support KCHS.
One of the most impressivethings
about the display isthe variety of
objectsand types of wood represented.
Curator Allyson Leisy created awood

quiz for visitorsto enjoy asthey experi-
ence the beauty of the different woods.

KCHS supporters may remember
receiving aletter several monthsago
reguesting donations to purchase a curly
maple secretary that became available.
Thisitemisone of the older items
making up the display and can be seen
up closeinall of itsglorious detail.

See Communi Tree page 3
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Annual banguet celebrates woodworking tradition

Thetwelfth annual Members Banquet
was held on April 29 at the Kidron
Mennonite Church Fellowship
Building. KCHS president Wayne
Liechty welcomed the 238 members
and guests. Reverend Bill Detweiler
shared meditations on the Creator
God, which set the stage for the
evening's celebration of craftsman-
ship.

Following dinner, 54 volunteers
wererecognized for having worked
more than ten hoursfor KCHSIn
2007. Executive director Prudy
Steiner noted that volunteers had
committed an average of almost 21
hoursto KCHS. She applauded them
for their “genuineinterest in the
visitors’ they helped.

One areaof concernin the volun-
teer pool isthat their average ageis
77.5 years. While that is atribute to
the energy and longevity of KCHS
volunteers, it also meansthat the pool
shrinks each year as afew must stop
coming dueto health issues. Prudy
was also happy to report that, either
biologically or through marriage,she
isrelated to adisconcertingly large
number of the volunteers.

Ray Leisy, Sonnenberg Village's

project manager, reported on the
progresstoward creating the village.

To open the new display,
“CommuniTree,” curator Allyson Leisy
shared some of her reflectionson the
pieces she had handled. She noted that
thetreesfelled by the 2006 storm
“could have becomefirewood. | nstead
they became some of the most beautiful
things|’veever seen.”

JoeIrvin of Smithville shared
insightsfrom alifetime cultivating
knowledge of local artifacts, including
Sonnenberg furniture. He highlighted
themoldings, decorations, woods,

KCHS members explored Communitree
after the banquet.

joints and hardware that often charac-
terize furniture made by the Sonnenberg
settlers.

Joseph Mast generoudly acted as
auctioneer for the auction which
followed. More than $2000 was raised
to help fund KCHS programs.

After the auction, memberswere
invited to the Heritage Center for the
grand opening of the new display.

Display curator Allyson Leisy talks with
visitors at the Heritage Center.



Recently Acquired

KCHS isblessed with faithful donors of time, money and artifacts. We want
you to know about the treasures peopl e give us and recognize these donors for
their gifts. We will continue listing new itemsin the future.

Kathy Gerber—Sonnenberg basket

Matt Hewitt—Montana"Kidron" license plate

Arleen Amstutz—two Walter Hof stetter paintings

L ucille Steiner—autograph book, cheesetray

Corrine Krehbiel-1920's girls dress

Don Fulk—oil painting by Don Fulk

Melva Gerber—"Amstutz Poultry & Egg" calendar

Roelif Badertscher—Silver Hill School stamp

AylanaWorthen-L auraYoder painting

Agnes Steiner—Lehman Geneal ogy Book

L ehman's—two Cat's Meow, pen, mugs, ball cap

Warren M oser—M oscow School painting

Please look at items you plan to discard and consider offering them to KCHS.
We are unabl e to take everything we' re offered, but you never know if you have
atreasure to add to our collection!

CommuniTree continued walnut owned by Wayne Liechty. Five
A handpainted wardrobe owned by piecesin the display were produced
Bruceand Jill Detweiler Breckbill is from this tree. Erich Kratzer created

another of the magnificent older pieces ¢y matchi ng end tables. Ray

inthedisplay. It stands next to atableof  nsshaum paired the wood with wavy
old woodworking tool s displayed around glass from the lean-to on hisfarm to

aged chimney cupboards donated by create a cabinet with hidden hinges.
Merleand Eunice (Beyeler) Brenneman.  1e pjctures and descriptions

Newer itemsarejust asinteresting. - agmjittedly don't do these works of art
Two brightly painted children’stoys justice. Make plansto come seethem
perch cheerful Iy_on top of acherry table person. Perhaps while looking at the
made by Ray Le_| Sy. One toy, alawn new items, you' |l spot something you
mower by Jon Fielitz, contains several want to take home from next year’s
brightly-colored ballsthat tumble auction!

around. The other is a Jacob’s ladder by
Mike Lehman.(See photo on page4.)
Another toy on display isaconvertible
chair/rocking horse by Vernon Steiner.
One of thetreesfelled by the storm
that started this project was a majestic

& |

Ray Nussbaum’s walnut cabinet with
antique wavy glass and Erich Kratzer’'s
walnut stands will be auctioned in 2009
Chimney cupboards were atypical feature ~ aong with other newly-created items

of early Sonnenberg area homes. from the display.
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MikeLehman's
“Jacob’s Ladder”
and Jon Fidlitz's
“Lawn Mower”
toyswill be part
of the 2009
auction of newly
constructed
CommuniTree
items.




