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2012 Annual Meeting

Presentation on The Postal History of Wayne County

Fred Donley of Shreve will be the featured
speaker at our annual meeting. Donley is
now retired, but made his living building
modern log homes. As a favor to the
Kidron Community Historical Society, and
particularly his long-time friends, Wayne
Liechty and Ray Leisy, Donley advised
Abe Troyer on chinking and finishing

the Tschantz Log Cabin in Sonnenberg
Village.

Donley collects just about anything
historic relating to Wayne County, from
pencils to buildings. One of his passions is
the history of Wayne County post offices,
and Donley has accumulated a vast
collection of postmarks from these post
offices. Dating from 1812 to the present,
his more than 100 different postmarks are

2012 Exhibit

the most known to be assembled.
Obviously, many of the towns no
longer exist. For example, do you know
where the towns of Buffalo or Moscow
were located? And it seems more Wayne
County post offices may be closing in
the near future, so other postmarks in his
collection may be added to those post
offices designated as “no longer exists.”
Donley illustrates the history of
postmarks, letters and post offices in
an entertaining manner with his wealth
of information and examples. This
fascinating presentation on 7he Postal
History of Wayne County should not be
missed. Join us at the Heritage Center on
Tuesday evening, February 28, at 7:00.

Fred Donley has an impressive
collection of Wayne County postmarks
dating from 1812 to the present.

What treasures will we find in Sonnenberg’s Attic?

i

An attic is a mysterious and exciting place
to explore. It is often a treasure trove of
items from the past that are no longer
needed, but too important to discard. This
year the treasures in the Heritage Center’s
attic will be explored and placed in the
annual exhibit at the Heritage Center.

With the help of Wayne Liechty and
a few others who are moving surprises
out of the Heritage Center attic, we will
be displaying some of our treasures that
have not previously been on exhibit. These
are items that have been donated to the
Heritage Center, carefully accessioned and
lovingly stored until an exhibit of interest

such as this unveils these attic treasures.

One of the items in the 2012
Sonnenberg s Attic exhibit will be a cider
press (pictured at left) from the Isaac
Zuercher family. Treasures from textiles
to toys and much in between will be
exhibited, along with items that have been
in and out of other exhibits in the past.

Allyson Leisy is serving as curator
of our 2012 exhibit and we anticipate
a fascinating display from the Kidron-
Sonnenberg past.

The exhibit will open following the
annual members banquet on April 24 and
run through December 29.



Three docents remembered

Goldie Breneman Melva Gerber George Falb

Our volunteer docents bring the unique gifts of their historical perspective to the
Heritage Center, and they eagerly share their interesting stories of experience and life-
learnings with visitors. They are knowledgeable and able to answer questions and direct
visitors to the resources available in the exhibits and reference library. Sadly, three of
our valued volunteers passed away in 2011.

Goldie Breneman passed away January 25, 2011. She volunteered 116 hours from
1998-2003.

Melva Gerber volunteered 96 hours from 2003-2007. She passed away
December 16, 2011.

George Falb faithfully volunteered 552 hours from 1994-2007. He passed away
December 21, 2011.

These three, along with many other volunteers from the past and present, are pillars
of our docent staff, and we are extremely grateful for all of them.

New Annual, Lifetime and Heritage Club Members

Gerald and Sue Gerber Paul/Kevin Moore

Apple Creek OH Reno NV
Keith Gerber Fred and Cheryl Myers
Sarasota FL Dalton OH
Bob Graber Aldine Nussbaum
Orrville OH Kidron OH
Rodney Hewift Bob and Leora Troyer
Apple Creek OH Dalton OH
Harvey Jr. and Diana Lehman Ada Mae Weaver
Dalton OH Dalton OH

Upcoming Events

Tuesday, February 28 - 7:00
Annual Meeting with Fred Donley
Upstairs at the Heritage Center

Tuesday, April 24 - 6:30
Annual Members Banquet
Current members receive invitations to the Annual Members Banquet

April 24 - December 29
2012 Exhibit: Sonnenberg’s Attic

January 1 - Memberships Due
Annual memberships are due for renewal on January 1. Check your mailing
label to see if your membership is up-to-date. Consider becoming a Heritage
or Life Member. See page 4 for renewal information.

Thank you to our
2011 volunteers!

Dean Ab-Hugh
Ada Amstutz
Judy Amstutz

Peg Dorffer
Esther Falb

Nancy Ganyard

Anna Gehman
John Gehman
Amos Geiser
Erma Geiser
Roger Geiser
Dave Gerber
Leora Gerber

Glenford Gerber
Ann Groh
Glen Groh

Carolyn Haas

Gail Johnson
Eldon King
Nancy King

Eldon Kornhaus

Eileen Lehman

Gilda Lehman
John Lehman

Shirley Lehman
Glenn Miller
Don Miller
Bill Moser

Clarence Neuenschwander

Bernice Nussbaum
Bessie Nussbaum
Curt Nussbaum
Gloria Nussbaum
Delvin Nussbaum
Heinz Peter
Rosa Peter
Ella Rohrer
Kay Schlabach
Carolyn Shoup
Vernon Shoup
Fritz Sprunger
Janet Sprunger
Bud Steiner
Jean Steiner
Clayton Steiner
Walter Steiner
Cindy Strubbe
Meg Wilkins
Carol Yoder
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| am not one to make a list of resolutions
at the beginning of every year, mostly
because | tend to easily break them,

but | do think a new year is a good time
to mix things up a bit, to make some
changes. So after 23 years of folding
the Bit o’ Vit in thirds, it will now be
folded in half, tabbed, and—due to USPS
cost-cutting measures—mailed from the
Wooster Post Office. | know these are
small changes, but it feels like just the
beginning. Stay tuned.

Another change, pertaining only to
this winter issue of the Bit o’ Vit, is an
enclosure. Sonnenberg Village Project
Manager Ray Leisy designed this poster
to publicize all the exciting things that
have been accomplished during this
past year at Sonnenberg Village. Plans
are to hang this 2011 poster, along with
future posters, in the Welcome Center /
Sonnenberg Church once it is moved to
the village. When you look at the poster
while the village is quiet this winter,
remember what a big difference just a
year can make.

Plans are well on their way for a
very productive year in 2012. Whether
living close by or out of the area, you
can all be involved. We will be asking for
volunteers to help accomplish numerous
projects at the village and everyone
knows that projects need funding. We
hope you will want to get involved. What
exciting pictures might appear on the
2012 poster?

On another note, we are already
planning our 16th annual members
banquet. We have discussed the menu,
the program and already have more
than a dozen great auction items. We
are very aware that we have great
members and friends who support
our efforts to preserve our Kidron-
Sonnenberg history. The annual banquet
(a meal and program) is a small way
of thanking you for your generosity. So
| am reminding you to make sure your
membership dues are paid (they are due
every January). If you receive this Bit
o’ Vit and are not a member, we would
love to have you join us in preserving
the history of Kidron-Sonnenberg.

One last thing, The board and | are
very humbled by your great response
to our year-end letter to help pay our
monthly bills. Our sincere thanks for
your support. Happy New Year!

Prudy Steiner, Heritage Center director

Thank you to our 2011 donors

The board would like to publicly thank our many supporters who were credited with
donations to KCHS between January 1 and December 31, 2011. We apologize if we
unintentionally missed anyone. KCHS thanks you all for your most generous support.

Ohio Donors

Marcy Amheiser

Ada Amstutz

Frieda Amstutz

Gordon & Lorene Amstutz
James & Ellen Amstutz
Linda Amstutz

Ron & Joanne Amstutz
Sherman & LaVonne Amstutz
J & Liz Augspurger
Berg-Scholl Reunions/Brad Lehman
Clair & Dorcas Bixler

Dave & Penny Bixler
Donald Boldman

Bruce & Jill Detweiler Breckbill
David & Carol Briggs
Robert Briggs

Fred & Carol Brubaker
Virginia Cassady

Peter & LeAnna Dunn
Patrick & Julia Dunster
Eastwood Manufacturing, Ltd.
Engineering Associates, Inc.
Everence

George Falb

First National Bank, Kidron
First National Bank, Orrville
Richard & Joanne Fischnich
G & G Farms

G & S Titanium

John & Anna Gehman

Pearl Geiser

Roland & Karen Geiser
Gerber Feed Service
Gerber Lumber & Hardware
Gerber Wood

Gerber’s Poultry

Dave & Leora Gerber
Dorothy Gerber

Gerald & Sue Gerber
Glenford & Lillian Gerber
Glenn & Phyllis Gerber
James Lee & Germaine Gerber
Tim & Michelle Gerber
Wallace Gerber

Glen & Ann Groh

Wilbur & Carolyn Haas
Himes, Slater & Hershberger LLC
Rodney & Colleen Hewitt
Vern & Shirley Hochstetler
Dennis Hofstetter

Ralph & Susan Hofstetter
Rich & Mary Hofstetter
Home Appliance

Margaret Hostetler

Hummel Group, Inc.

Carl & Anne Koch Jantzen
Gail Johnson

K & M Builders

Glenn & Gloria Kaufmann
Kidron Auction

Kidron Community Council
Kidron Div. VTSVC

Kidron Electric Inc.

Kidron Kars

Kidron Supply

Kidron Town & Country
Kidron Vinyl

Walter & Karen Kime

Eldon & Wava Kornhaus
Kratzer Furniture

Erich & Laurie Kratzer
Veryl & Miriam Kratzer
Mildred Krotky

Clarabel Kurzen

L.E. Sommer, Kidron Inc.
Lehman’s

Cliff Lehman

Ethan Lehman

Norman & Beth Lehman

Logee, Hostetler, Stutzman & Lehman

Merlin Lehman

Ray & Allyson Leisy

Craig & Mary Liechty
Wayne & Joanna Liechty
John & Tammy Lyons
Annabelle Lytle

Martins Mennonite Women
H. Glynn Marsh & Sue Cummings
Mast Brothers Construction
James & Bernadine Mast
Dorothy Meenan

Dan & Ruth Miller

David & Brenda Miller

Don Miller

Glenn & Diane Miller

Pearl Moon

James & Kay Mortemore
Les Moser

Michael & Barbara Moser
Nancy Moser

Barbara Murray

Fred & Cheryl Myers
Harlan & Mary Neuenschwander
Paul Neuenschwander
Gary & Caroline Nist

Curt & Gloria Nussbaum
Dale & Arlene Nussbaum
Howard & Ruth Nussbaum
Jim & Dee Nussbaum
Richard & Judie Nussbaum
Leonard & Janet Nussbaum
P Graham Dunn

Kip & Carolyn Patterson
PAWS Cheese & Deli Shop
Marilyn Pittman

R & C Farm

Raber Eye Care & Raber Dental

Real Estate Showcase Auction Co.

Dean Reusser

Trudy Reusser

David & Velda Rohrer
Ella Rohrer

Bob & Joanne Romey
Schantz Organ Co.
Grace Schantz

Victor Schantz

Schloneger Old Fashioned Ice Cream

Ralph & Lila Smucker

Don & Linda Sommer
Speed Selector, Inc.

Fritz & Ellen Sprunger

Jedd & Nanette Sprunger
John & Janet Sprunger
George & Wavalene Steffen
Virgene Steffen

Clayton & Ruth Steiner
Dean & Prudy Steiner

Eldon & Patricia Steiner
Raymond & Lucile Steiner
David & Janet Stevic

Myrle Trefney

Milt & Ann Troyer

Dave & Ann Tschantz

Dwight & Diane Tschantz
Gerald & Patricia Tschantz
Village Printing

Ada Mae Weaver

Weaver Heritage Communities
Glen & Shirley Westenbarger
Weyrauch’s Pharmacy

Harry & Meg Wilkins

Al Withrich

Woodland Mulch, LLC

John Zimmerly

Out-of-State Donors

Clifford & Lois Amstutz, KS
John & Lois Ann Amstutz, IN
Mahlon Amstutz, CO

Orden & Jan Amstutz, AZ
Evan & Kristen Benjamin, MA
Jim & June Bixler, MI

John Bixler, IA

Margaret Bixler, CT

Charles & Charlene Briggs, FL
Tom & Rita Burke, IN

Donna Cripe, IN

Dominion Foundation Matching Gift, NJ

Gary Fangboner, Ml

Hallie Fussell, FL

Charles & Teresa Geiser, IN
Harry & Elaine Gerber, IL
Melvin & Mary Gerber, MO

Joe & Jan Harnish, IN

Rick & Annette Harnish, IL
Lois Holdsclaw, OK

Amos Hoover, PA

James & Damaris Kirchhofer, HI
James & Dorothy Lehman, VA
Louis Lehman, OR

Charles & Shirley Lehmann, Ml
Lucretia Mattson, WI

David E. Miller, PA

Mark & Marilyn Moffett, RI
Shirley Nettnin, IL

Mahlon & Sharon Neuenschwander, PA

Irvin & Nelda Nussbaum, IN
Eunice Paul, NC

Rita Pedrozo, FL

Roger Pinkley, AZ

John & Barbara Ptuyac, AL
Sandra Reinhard, MD

Kent & Rita Richard, PA
James & Anna Jean Rios, IL
Kay Schlabach, FL

Alice Schultz, FL

Clarice Shisler, FL

James & Thelma Sprunger Trust, CA

Tim & Sheila Sprunger, Ml
Walt & Karen Thieszen, WI
Shirley Thomas, NC

Shirley Toole, IN

Ruby Vermilya, CA

Rudolf & Polly Zimmermann, IL
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Board Members

President. ... Wayne Liechty
Vice President......ocoievieeieieceecee e Glenn Gerber
TrEASUIET .ttt Richard Nussbaum
SECTETANY v Gloria Kaufmann
Membership Chairperson..........cccvveeeveeeeieeeenneee, Leora Gerber
Board Members.......ccccveeeevveeneen. Fritz Sprunger, J. Augspurger
Heritage Center DireCtor .......oovvvvevcieeicieeeiiees Prudy Steiner
Bit ©" Vit EQION . cccuiieiiiiieeieeieeee e Judie Nussbaum

The Kidron Community Historical Society of Kidron, Ohio,
founded in 1977, operates under the nonprofit charter
granted by the State of Ohio. Your tax deductible gifts will
help secure the future of the Historical Society and give you
a part in preserving the heritage of this unique community.

Nonprofit
Organization
Postage Paid
Wooster, Ohio

44691
Permit No. 228

Membership Fees

Individual ANNUAT MEMDET .....coooviiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee, $15
Husband and Wife Annual Member.......oveveeeeeiiiiiiieieenn, $25
Organization AnNual MeMDET.........ccouivviiicieeiieceeeeeeee $35
Individual Life MeMDET ... $250
Heritage Club Member ........ccccovvivieiiiieiieee. $1000 or more

Annual memberships are due in January.
Thank You!
Name

Address

Type of Membership
Membership Fee $ General Donation $
Would you like areceipt? (checkone) __yes __ no

Send checks to Kidron Community Historical Society e Box 234 e Kidron, OH 44636

Kidron-Sonnenberg

Heritage Center
13153 Emerson Road e Kidron, Ohio

JUNE - AUGUST
Thursday, Friday and Saturday
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

APRIL - MAY SEPTEMBER - DECEMBER
Thursday and Saturday
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

CLOSED JANUARY, FEBRUARY and MARCH
Call 330-857-9111 for group tours or special arrangements




