
When Ivan Weaver plants a packet or two 
of nubby beet seeds in early spring, he 
looks forward to his harvest for the annual 
Beet Festival. This year he was rewarded 
with a festival record-breaking beet 
weighing almost 28 pounds. The previous 
record for the largest beet, also held by 
Weaver, was 20 pounds.
 Attendance at the festival was also 
record-breaking. The Lehman House, 
Tschantz Log Cabin, Bixler House and 
Saurer Blacksmith Shop were open for 
inspection with hosts answering questions 
and offering pertinent information.
 Larry Geiser weighed the numerous 
beet entries in the Welcome Center and 
Ray Leisy displayed them on tables 
along the wall waiting for judging and 
viewing while Sugarcreek Duo, Swiss 
Echoes, Rust Belt Ramblin' and Rocky 
Road to Wooster provided live music. 
Shirley Geiser and Bev Schloneger served 
samples of a variety of delicious beet-based dishes. Rita Shisler of Shisler Cheese 
and Karen Geiser of Karen’s Garden Delights judged the culinary entries.
 Beet Festival originator and organizer Keith Schloneger provided packets of beet 
seeds and reported the ninth annual Beet Festival was the biggest and best ever. 
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Shirley Geiser and Bev 
Schloneger prepared a 
variety of beet dishes for the 
festival crowd to sample,  
including beet juice, sautéed  
beets, pickled beet eggs, 
and beet salad.

Ivan Weaver carried his prize-winning 
beet to the Beet Festival on his shoul-
der. The beet weighed a whopping 27 
3/4 pounds.

Beets Bigger and Better Than Ever Before

Homecoming 
A lively crowd attended Sonnenberg 
Village Homecoming on August 12. 
Friends old and new toured the 
buildings; ate hot dogs, pie, ice cream 
and kettle corn; listened to tunes 
played on the Gregory Band Wagon 
and applauded the Cedar Valley 
Cloggers, Dave & Gwen, and Just 
Passin' Thru in the Welcome Center. 
They watched artisans create their 
wares and concluded the afternoon 
with an old-time baseball game–the 
Smithville Stars outscored the Kidron 
Nine.

Tim Shue demonstrated the skill of 
carving a bowl using old-style tools 
on a chunk of wood.

Contest Winners

Largest Lutz Beet 
ivan Weaver, Kidron 27 3/4 pounds 

Largest Organic Lutz Beet 
Judie nussbaum, Kidron, 26 pounds 

Most Luscious Beet 
Larry Geiser, Kidron 
Best Heirloom Beet

Betty Weaver, Kidron, Bull’s Blood
 

Best Appetizer/Side
Kelly Kittredge, Bolivar, Beet Soup

Best Salad
Denise Kyrah, Shreve, Beet Jello Bites

Best Dessert
Timothy Orphanides, Massillon, Beet Cake



Heritage Center Gift Shop
History of Amstutz House
Clayton Steiner has written a brief and well-researched history 
of the 1830s Amstutz House which is on permanent display in 
the lower level of the Heritage Center. The partial house was 
originally located at 12151 Emerson Road, Apple Creek, Ohio. 
 Earlier this year the descendants of William and Jeannette 
Goebeler, former owners of the farm, donated property deeds 
dating back to the 1840s to the Heritage Center. The owners of 
the farm before the Goebelers were Lester and Grace Geiser. 
From these deeds, Steiner determined Christian Bowman built 
the house in the 1830s. 

 After the Bowman family, the 
small 416-square-foot structure was 
the home of Johannes Y. and Maria 
Amstutz and their eleven children. 
Seven years before the death of 
Johannes, the property was transferred 
to their son Jacob J. and Katharina 
Amstutz who raised six daughters 
in the house. Later, the farm was 
transferred to daughter Leah, who 
married Rudy Studer; they had four 
children. The house takes its name 

from these three generations of Amstutzes who called it their 
home.
 The Amstutz family were prominent farmers in the Kidron 
community. Details of this industrious family and the history 
of the house they occupied are found in Steiner’s booklet, The 
History of the 1830’s House In the Kidron Heritage Center. 

Amish Prayers: A Coloring Book
Spend time in prayer with this interactive and meditative 
coloring book of Amish prayers. Each prayer comes from a 
centuries-old Amish prayer book that 
the Amish and Mennonites still use 
for family devotions and personal 
prayer. Color richly detailed designs 
of Fraktur, an intricate and enduring 
Pennsylvania Dutch folk art form. 
 Amish Prayers: A Coloring 
Book designed by artist and Fraktur 
specialist Lynn Sommer, includes 
more than forty intricate Fraktur 
designs to color, prayers inspired by 
a centuries-old Amish prayer book, 
an introduction by an Amish wife 
and mother, space for devotional journaling, richly detailed 
designs, and easy tear-out pages.
 Color your way into the presence of God through fervent 
prayers that span centuries, languages, and cultures.

The Steiner and Sommer books are available at the Heritage 
Center Gift Shop, The History of  1830’s Amstutz House for 
$12 and Amish Prayers: A Coloring Book for $13.50. An 
order form is available at www.kidronhistoricalsociety.org or by 
calling the Heritage Center at 330-857-9111.

The to-date actual construction expenses of the 
genealogy research library have exceeded the 
estimates, and now we are facing an overrun, which 
means additional income is needed to complete the 
library. Donations may be sent to the Heritage Center.
 The genealogy research library will be a valuable 
addition to the Heritage Center and will accommodate 
several extensive Swiss Anabaptist libraries along with 
the current Heritage Center collection. It is hoped 
the library will be open for Kidron’s 200th anniversary 
celebration in 2019. 

Culvert and Bridge 
Replacement Disrupts Traffic 
In Downtown Kidron

Kidron continues its tradition of ingenuity and this fall is no 
exception. Traffic on the Kidron Road has been diverted by 
the Wayne County Engineer’s Office in cooperation with 
the County Commissioners while the culvert and bridge 
crossing the Kidron Road are replaced just south of the 
square. Local traffic has been allowed to pass through the 
northeast corner of the Kidron Auction parking lot to access 
businesses on the opposite side of the square.

Heritage Center

Genealogy Research Library



UPComInG EvEnTS
December 10 | 7:00 pm

Concert and Christmas Carol Hymn Sing
Sonnenberg village

................ Quick Reminders ................
To receive email reminders of KCHS events, email your request 
to kidronheritagecenter@hotmail.com and you will added to 
the Quick Reminder list.

new members
Cynthia Chahal, Laguna Woods CA

Gene & Krissie Neuenschwander, Dalton OH

Sheri Stallsmith, Akron OH

Andrew & Christa Wolf, Mechanicsburg OH

We began the season with a list of 40 
projects that we planned to accomplish in 
Sonnenberg Village in 2017.Throughout 
the year we added 14 more tasks to 
complete. Some were large, such as the 
lighting project, work on the Tschantz 
Cabin and the Bixler House, and some 
were much smaller. Most of the tasks were 
accomplished; the only two remaining are 
the Bixler House and the Garden House. 
 All the current buildings in the village 
have electricity. The exterior walls of the 
Tschantz Cabin were sealed, the Heritage 
Garden rebuilt, the landscaping gardens 
cleaned and rejuvenated, and the parking 
areas have lighting for evening events.
  The only project not completed is 
the Bixler House. On Central Christian 
School’s mid-October Community Service 
Day (CSD), four students and their 
teacher, along with nine other skilled 
adults, built the porch roof and added 
siding along the front and most of the 
back of the building. Work will continue 
on the exterior of the Bixler House as long 
as weather permits so as to have the house 
completely closed in for the winter.  
  Dismantling of the Garden House 
(the Zuercher/Shetler House) and putting it into storage for 
the winter, again as the weather permits, remains on the fall 
schedule.

The CSD (Community Service Day) team from Central Christian School and local 
workers put the  front porch on the Bixler House. Workers included (front): Clair 
Bixler, Kolby Kuhns, Karl Kuhns; and (back): Cliff Lehman, Zion Sustar, Joe Wolf, 
Bob Troyer, Cameron Edmiston, Ethan Choi, Elijah Shetler, marvin Troyer and Dan 
miller. not pictured: Andy miller, Jonas Troyer and Ray Leisy.

Sonnenberg Village

Christmas Carol Hymn Sing
 The Kidron Community Historical Society will host a 
concert and Christmas Hymn Sing in the Welcome Center at 
Sonnenberg Village on Sunday, December 10 beginning at 
7:00 pm.
 The music will begin with the Varsity Singers from 
Central Christian School. Their presentation will be followed 
by a short intermission during which members of the 
Kidron Merchants’ Association will serve hot chocolate. 
The Merchants’ Association will also organize parking for 
attendees.
 Following the intermission a Christmas Carol Hymn Sing 
will be led by choristers from Kidron Mennonite Church, 

Sonnenberg Village

Another Year Bustling with Activity In Sonnenberg village

  The buildings and the grounds of the Sonnenberg Village 
are in good condition and ready for whatever winter brings.

Salem Mennonite Church and Sonnenberg Mennonite Church. 
This will be an inspirational evening not to be missed.

A freewill donation will go toward support of the Kidron Community 
Historical Society and Mennonite Disaster Service.

The Central Christian School varsity Singers will be in concert 
at Sonnenberg village at 7:00 pm on December 10.
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Kidron-Sonnenberg Heritage Center
13153 Emerson Road   ●   Kidron, ohio

oPEn APRIL through novEmBER   ●   THURSDAY and SATURDAY   ●   11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
CLOSED DECEMBER, JANUARY, FEBRUARY and MARCH

The Heritage Center is closed December through march but welcomes appointments for tours and to visit the museum or Sonnenberg village. 
Call and leave a message at 330-857-9111 for information or to schedule an appointment.

The Kidron Community Historical Society of Kidron, Ohio, founded in 1977, operates under the nonprofit charter granted by the State of Ohio. 
Your tax deductible gifts will help secure the future of the Historical Society and give you a part in preserving the heritage of this unique community.

Administration
Board Member .......................................... Maxine Hershberger
Board Member ...................................................... Fritz Sprunger
Heritage Center Director ...................................... Richard Wolf
Sonnenberg Village Project Director ..........................Ray Leisy
Bit o’ Vit Editor ...................................................Judie Nussbaum

Kidron Community Historical Society membership
Annual memberships are due in January. Memberships expire on December 31 of the year on the upper right on your mailing label.


