
The Kidron Community Historical Society Newsletter

Volume 32                                                             Spring 2020 Issue 2

MeMbers banquet
POstPOneD InDeFInIteLY

Due to the COVID-19 group gathering 
restrictions mandated by the State 
of Ohio, the KCHS members banquet 
previously scheduled for April 28  has 
been postponed indefinitely.

The members banquet auction 
generated operating funds, which 
obviously are still needed. $2,500 
is also needed to purchase a 
replacement humidifier for the 
Heritage Center.    

Please consider how you can help 
with these expenses. Donations may 
be mailed to the KCHS, PO Box 234, 
Kidron OH 44636. 

The Dalton Gazette was the primary 
resource for this article.

The “Spanish Flu”
October 10, 1918, Dalton Gazette
Dr. Wm. A. Lincoln, medical adviser 
of the Lake Division, Cleveland, has 
prepared the following rules to check the 
spread of the epidemic.
 All colds, however slight, should be 
treated as possible attacks of influenza. 
Patients affected by colds should stay at 
home and sterilize discharges from the 
nose and throat.
 Avoid feeling or spreading fear of 
the disease.
 Avoid crowds.
 Regulate bodily function and keep 
them so.
 Avoid the breath or expelled 
secretions from people suffering from 
colds.
 Wash out the nose or throat two or 
three times daily by a nasal spray or 
douche and by a gargle with a “normal 
salt solution” (1/2 teaspoon salt to one 
glass – 8 ounces – clean water). 
 All those in attendance on patients 
with influenza should wear masks as 
provided by the Red Cross nursing 
bureau.
 Clothing should be warm and dry. 
Food simple and easily digested. Drink 
water freely.

FACT:  Wayne County and nearby areas 
were less impacted by the flu than many 
places.
We have now had seven Churchless 
Sundays [at the Canton Mission] and the 
“flu” is still raging in our city. A number 

of our people are down with it and some 
are over it, but none of them have died 
from it. (December 5, 1918, Gospel 
Herald)

FACT:  Camp Sherman at Chillicothe, 
Ohio, experienced a horrific flu 
epidemic.
Camp Sherman was a huge, sprawling 
army training camp at Chillicothe, Ohio. 
From 1917 to 1921, 120,000 men passed 
through its gates. Only one division 
ever fought on foreign soil. But at home 
many fought an even fiercer enemy – 
the “Spanish flu.” During October 1918 
alone, it is reported there were at least 
1,177 deaths at the camp, with only 
a small number in the city itself. In a 
summary booklet on “The Rise and Fall 
of CAMP SHERMAN” (G. Richard 
Peck, 1972), it is noted that “During the 
epidemic, the camp and the city were 
quarantined, and all public meeting 
places, theatres, and bars were ordered 
closed.” A pandemic!

1918 Influenza Epidemic
By Fritz Sprunger
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The Rise and Fall of CAMP SHERMAN” (G. Richard Peck, 1972)

Some of the 2,000 barracks at Camp 
Sherman, Chillicothe, Ohio.

Annual Meeting 
Liechty Recognized
Wayne Liechty was commended at the 
annual meeting on February 25 for 
serving more than 30 years as KCHS 
board president. He was presented with 
a plaque and cards. A more formal event 
to honor Wayne will be held at a time to 
be announced. 
 Art Neuenschwander was affirmed 
as a new KCHS board member; he 
was subsequently appointed board 
president. Art is a son of Paul and 
Carrie Neuenschwander; Paul was one 
of the founding members of the KCHS 
in 1977. Gloria Kaufmann and Richard 
Nussbaum were affirmed as continuing 
board members. 
 Leora Gerber and Gladys Geiser 
shared information and slides of their 
unforgettable summer 2019 trip to the 
Ukraine. A tour group led by Ayold 
Fanoy of Mennonite Heritage Tours 
celebrated MCC’s relief work in Ukraine 
which began 100 years ago.



recovering from an attack of the “flu.” Every 
member of the Philip Gerber family are still in 
bed with the same disease.

December 19, 1918.  The schools and churches 
at this place have been closed again, owing to the 
large number of children who are afflicted with 
the flu in a mild form. Kidron schools are also 
closed. 

January 2, 1919.  This large settlement 
[Sonnenberg] has been singularly fortunate in 
escaping fatal results of the flu. A number of 
families have been afflicted but to date only one 
death occurred – Miss Anna A. Zuercher [age 43, 
the daughter of Abraham and Elizabeth (Tschantz) 
Zuercher].

January 16, 1919.  Lloyd Badertscher of Camp 
Taylor, Ky., has sufficiently recovered that he was 
given an eight day furlough and arrived home 
Friday last.

OBSERVATION: Today, as it was back in 1918, a 
global epidemic is a wake-up call. Ultimately, we 
are not in control. The gift of life is precious; it is 
also fragile. The best way to honor our Creator is 
for each of us to make the best use of the time we 
are given. “Our times are in the Lord’s hands.” 
(Psalm 31:15)

NOTE:  If you are wondering about the rest of 
Lloyd’s story, he not only survived three serious 
illnesses, he married a Mary Amstutz, had five 
children, and lived to the ripe old age of 94!

FACT:  October and November, 1918, seem to 
have been the worst flu period.

Dalton Gazette “Sonnenberg News” 
October 24, 1918.  Paris – Dr. Charles Nicolle 
announces that the [flu] germ is too small to be 
visible with the microscope.

October 24, 1918.  Dalton schools and churches 
are closed on order of health officers; also public 
gatherings indoors forbidden.

October 24, 1918.  Mrs. Rudy [Amelia Amstutz] 
Badertscher, who has been at the bedside of her 
son Lloyd, who has been very dangerously ill 
with the influenza at Camp Sherman sent word 
that his condition was growing more serious and 
his father left for that place at once. Last report 
says he is slightly improved and if this continues 
they expect to return home the fore part of this 
week.

November 7, 1918.  After assisting the physicians 
at Camp Sherman [during nighttime] to almost 
literally nurse her son Lloyd back to life 
(influenza and double pneumonia) Mrs. Rudy 
Badertscher, after nearly four weeks absence 
returned to her home on Friday last. When she 
left him he was still unable to be up but was 
improving.

November 14, 1918.  The second person who has 
become afflicted with the influenza was Adam A. 
Amstutz who had run a daily milk route to Canton 
this summer. He is reported to be up again.

November 21, 1918.  [article headline]  
DRUGGISTS!! PLEASE NOTE VICK’S 
VAPORUB OVERSOLD DUE TO PRESENT 
EPIDEMIC [temporarily out of stock]

November 28, 1918.  Lloyd Badertscher of 
Camp Sherman is quite sick with the measles 
and his mother hastened to the camp but was not 
permitted to enter the room. She returned home 
Saturday. Lloyd has been sick for about eight 
weeks. 

November 28, 1918.  Dan J. Bixler and two sons 
and all of the Amos Amstutz family are just 

INFLUENZA continued

KCHS Heritage Center file photo

Rudolph and Amelia (Amstutz) Badertscher family 
circa 1916: (front row) Bernice (Mrs. Fred Reber), 
Rudy, Lester, Amelia, Nora (Mrs. Everett Donaldson); 
(middle row) Luella (Mrs. Alvin Moser), Earl; (back 
row) Willis, Lloyd, Clarence.

Keepers of the Heritage 
Purchase the Kidron-
Sonnenberg 200th Anniversary 
Celebration commemorative 
book, Keepers of the Heritage, 
at the Heritage Center. 

Coronavirus
Beginning in December 
2019, in the region of 
Wuhan, China, a new 
(“novel”) coronavirus 
began appearing in 
human beings. It has 
been named COVID-19.... 
This new virus spreads 
incredibly quickly 
between people, due to 
its newness – no one ... 
has immunity ... because 
no one has had Covid-19 
until 2019. While it was 
initially seen to be an 
epidemic in China, the 
virus spread worldwide 
within months. The WHO 
declared Covid-19 a 
pandemic in March 2020, 
and by the end of that 
month, the world saw 
more than a half-million 
people infected and 
nearly 30,000 deaths. The 
infection rate in the US 
and other nations was still 
spiking.1

 Wayne County, Ohio, 
has 30 positively tested 
cases of COVID-19 as of 
April 9; one person has 
died from the virus. 
 People in the Kidron-
Sonnenberg commu-
nity are complying with 
the mandate of Ohio 
Governor Mike DeWine: 
closing all schools and 
utilizing remote learning 
tools, prohibiting visitors 
to long-term care facili-
ties, encouraging the use 
of telehealth services 
unless emergency care 
is needed, closing busi-
nesses other than those 
considered essential, 
utilizing online business 
transactions, closing all 
eat-in restaurants (pickup 
and carry out services are 
allowed), socially distanc-
ing of six feet, and not 
assembling in groups of 
more than five people. Ex-
emptions include religious 
and funeral services; how-
ever, avoiding gatherings 
of more than five people 
and socially distancing is 
highly encouraged.
1MPH Online.org March  https://www.
mphonline.org/worst-pandemics-in-
history/

Roses are RED
Violets are BLUE

If you wash your hands
No virus for you.

Burma Shave

Stay Strong
Carry On
Winston Churchill

Dunster’s On-the-Road Rx
Patrick Dunster, MD, painted relevant messages 
on Baumgartner and Sommers Roads to remind 
travelers to do their part in protecting our com-
munity from COVID-19. Dr. Dunster is an Emer-
gency Medical Specialist at Barnesville Hospital.



Saurer Blacksmith Shop Lathe Gears Replaced
The one part of Sonnenberg 
Village that was active throughout 
the winter was the Saurer 
Blacksmith Shop. The group 
working in the shop is chaired by 
Walter Mullet. Walt is an architect 
with an engineering background 
and a special interest in metal 
working. He demonstrated last 
summer at the Hammer In that 
he knows how to skillfully use a 
forge. Last year he worked with 
Glenn Gerber in manufacturing a 
new forge hood for the shop and 
the flue to go with it. The flue was 
installed by Wayne Miller Jr. 
 Before working in the 
Sonnenberg Village, Walt spent his spare time working in the Smithville 
Historical Society blacksmith shop. Last year when not working in 
the Saurer Blacksmith Shop, he worked with our Tuesday group doing 
insulating, carpentry, dry walling or anything else we needed. He is a man 
of many talents.
 Since he has been working in Sonnenberg Village, he has brought in 
many of his friends who are metal workers and/or blacksmiths. They all 
have said the same thing: Sonnenberg Village has a treasure in the Saurer 
Blacksmith Shop, and they are all eager to be a part of it as demonstrated 
at the last Hammer In. Another Hammer In is scheduled for this June, 
providing the current COVID-19 crisis subsides.
 This winter, a friend of Walt’s donated two gas heaters for the 
Blacksmith Shop. We were working with Robinson Heating, who are also 
working on the HVAC system for the Bixler House, to install the heaters in 
the Blacksmith Shop. Both projects are now temporarily on hold, also due 
to the COVID-19 crisis.
  The next project of the Blacksmith Shop group for this year was to 
put all of the machinery in the shop back into working order and reconnect 
the belt system to drive all of the equipment. When they began working on 
making the metal lathe functional, they noticed two gears were damaged 
and checked with metal gear makers for replacements. Two makers quoted 
roughly the same price of $1,000. Rick Rindchon, who has a special interest 
in metal lathes, worked with the Makers Faire at Akron University and was 
able to make two gear replacements using the 3-D computer system at no 
charge. It is very interesting to see how the new system of making parts is 
fitting into the old lathe to bring it back to use for us.

Sonnenberg Village

Two replacement gears mounted on the 
lathe head.

Watermelon! They’re Sweet! They’re Cold!
Soft-spoken and genial, Bob Milne captured the hearts of his toe-tapping audience at the 
Sonnenberg Village Welcome Center 120-minute concert on March 14. Milne deftly wove his way 
through ragtime history with stories and his renditions of old favorites and lesser known ragtime/
boogie-woogie tunes.
 Milne is an unusually talented musician. Kerstin Bettermann, a Penn State neuroscientist, studied 
Milne and determined that he has the ability to listen to four symphonies simultaneously inside his 
head. His ability to play back remembered music with spot-on-accuracy is why Milne is considered 
the finest living ragtime/boogie-woogie pianist.
 The audience joined Milne’s rendition of The Entertainer (Scott Joplin), singing “Watermelon! 
They’re sweet! They’re cold!” and left the performance with boogie-woogie tunes dancing in their 
heads. Not to mention their high respect for the talented pianist, Bob Milne.

COVID-19 Slows Progress
The Tuesday work group had expected to go back 
to work in Sonnenberg Village the first Tuesday 
of April, but that did not happen. We expected 
to finish the Bixler House so it would be ready 
for rent. All that needed done was some exterior 
painting and drywall inside. Robinson Heating 
and Steiner Trenching expected to install the 
HVAC system by the end of March, but they are 
now responding only to emergencies. Robinson 
was also planning on connecting the new gas 
heaters in the Blacksmith Shop. That is also now 
on hold. 
 Marv and Lorie Troyer made an inspection 
of every building inside and out and provided a 
checklist of many small items to be corrected. 
We are taking the approach that small jobs will 
be assigned to individuals who can work on their 
own schedule. Ray Leisy has been making small 
repairs, Dan Miller brought all of the equipment 
up to running order, Allyson Leisy is planning 
on garden cleanups when the weather is better, 
and Walter Mullet continues to clean and repair 
equipment in the Saurer Blacksmith Shop.
 All of the March and April rentals of the 
Welcome Center were cancelled. Many chose to 
reschedule for August, September and October.
 We are all looking to return to “normal” in the 
village, whatever that may be. Stay safe and we 
will see you all in Sonnenberg Village after this 
time of trial passes.

No Stopping Spring 
Trees are budding, 
spring flowers 
blooming, and 
birds are returning 
to Sonnenberg 
Village. Ray 
Leisy spends 
immeasurable 
hours at the 
village overseeing 
projects. He doesn’t just direct, he is hands-on. 



Board President ..................................... Art Neuenschwander 
Board Vice President .......................................... Steve Gerber
Board Treasurer..........................................  Richard Nussbaum
Board Secretary ............................................Gloria Kaufmann
Board Membership Chairperson .........................Leora Gerber

Individual Annual Member ............................... $20
Husband and Wife Annual Member ................ $35
Organization Annual Member .......................... $50
Individual Life Member .................................... $300
Heritage Club Member ...................$1000 or more

Name  _____________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________
 ___________________________________________________________
Type of Membership ____________________________    New    Renewal
Membership Fee $_________      General Donation $____________
Would you like a receipt?   Yes     No     Thank you!

Send checks to Kidron Community Historical Society  ●  Box 234  ●  Kidron, OH 44636 
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Kidron-Sonnenberg Heritage Center
13153 Emerson Road   ●   Kidron, Ohio

OPEN APRIL through NOVEMBER   ●   tHuRSDAy and SaturDaY   ●   11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
CLOSED DECEMBER, JANUARY, FEBRUARY and MARCH

the Heritage Center is closed December through March but welcomes appointments for tours and to visit the museum or Sonnenberg Village. 
Call and leave a message at 330-857-9111 for information or to schedule an appointment.

The Kidron Community Historical Society of Kidron, Ohio, founded in 1977, operates under the nonprofit charter granted by the State of Ohio. 
Your tax deductible gifts will help secure the future of the Historical Society and give you a part in preserving the heritage of this unique community.

Administration
Board Member ................................................... Diane Sommer
Board Member ...................................................... Fritz Sprunger
Heritage Center Director ...................................... Richard Wolf
Sonnenberg Village Project Director ..........................Ray Leisy
Bit o’ Vit Editor ...................................................Judie Nussbaum

Kidron Community Historical Society Membership
Annual memberships are due in January and expire on December 31.  Contact the Heritage Center if uncertain of your membership status.


