
In 1955, Jay Lehman purchased A.B. Sommer’s gas station and 
hardware business on the northwest corner of the Kidron square. 
Over time he developed a store that supplies local and worldwide 
customers with functional and unique merchandise geared toward 
living simply and well. Lehman’s has become one of Kidron’s 
foundational building blocks and brings many folks to our town.

Known and loved for his gentleness, humility, wit and wisdom, one 
of Jay’s passions was his biblical understanding that all peoples of the 
world are God’s children and it is our responsibility to do our part in 
making the world a better place for all. He carried out that mandate 
in living out his personal and professional values, and generously 
shared his resources to better the lives of all people, desiring peace 
and justice for all. 

At the Kidron Community Council’s appointment, Jay sat on the 
organizing board of the Kidron Community Historical Society 

when the state charter was granted in 1977, and continued to encourage and support the 
endeavors of the society as well as many others locally and 
worldwide. 

Jay lived with his parents, Ezra and Alma, on Hackett 
Road a few hundred yards east of Sonnenberg Village. The 
Lehman siblings are close and gather regularly. “Ready for 
another round of Rook?” seems to be their mantra.

Junior Ezra (Jay) Lehman was born April 21, 1929, and 
passed away July 26, 2020 at age 91. A life-long member 
of Kidron Mennonite Church, Jay is survived by his wife 
of 18 years, Emma Lehman, and her children Brenda (Bob) 
Walters, Millard (Karen) Shrock and grandchildren Jesson 
and Eagon Walters and Grant, Reid (Bria) and Drew 
Shrock. He is also survived by his siblings, M. David 
(Lois) Lehman, Mabel Warfel, Gloria (Glenn) Kaufmann; 
children Galen (Sherri) Lehman, grandchildren Matthew 
(Ruth) Lehman Wiens, Lindsay (Grant) Peters, and one 
great-grandchild, Elliana Peters; Glenda (Scott) Ervin, 
grandchildren Brandon Ervin and Allison Ervin; Kevin 
(Jenn) Lehman, grandchild Asher Lehman; and Wendy 
(Duane) Lehman. Jay was preceded in death by his first wife 
of over 40 years, Ella Mae Lehman, and siblings Wayne 
Lehman and Pearl Taylor, and brother-in-law Ted Warfel.
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The original trustees for incorporation 
of the Kidron Community Historical 
Society in 1977 were Paul 
Badertscher, J. E. Lehman, Merl E. 
Lehman, Willis A. Lehman, Paul A. 
Neuenschwander, and Delvin D. 
Nussbaum. Neuenschwander was 
appointed as chairman and statutory 
agent, and Nussbaum the executive 
secretary.

The purpose of the society and 
the organizational structure was 
designed, and the constitution 
finalized. The Articles of Incorporation 
express the purpose and goals 
of the society: “to discover and 
collect all the available historical 
material connected with the history 
of the Sonnenberg and Kidron, Ohio 
community and carefully preserve 
the same; to collect, preserve and 
diffuse such information as may be 
available in the field of genealogy 
connected with the Sonnenberg 
and Kidron community; to provide 
for the collection, preservation and 
display of historical relics, papers, 
books, records, museum materials, 
old church records, private papers, 
monographs, letters and other things 
of historical interest.”

Kidron Community Historical 
Society Incorporated in 1977

Jay Lehman 1929-2020
Founding Board Member Linked Past to the Future
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Jay enjoyed giving family 
and friends rides in his 1923 
Model T. Here the passengers 
are his sisters and several 
Steiner cousins circa 1950.

Ezra and Alma Lehman 
family circa 1946; Mabel and 
M. David in front, and Pearl, 
Wayne, Alma, Jay, Gloria 
and Ezra.



roger N Geiser Family History LIbrary
First Eight-generation Fan Chart Completed
Roger Geiser is relentless when searching for ancestors, and he enjoys partnering with 
someone who is also deeply interested in their ancestry. Recently Roger worked with Andy 
Miller, husband of the late Judith Eberly, daughter of Dr. Wain and Viola Eberly. While 
working on a fan chart for his daughter, Andy was searching for missing names, and when 
he finally found the parents of a 
Barbara Means, the fan chart was 
complete. Roger was elated and 
says in his 50 years in genealogy, 
this is his first complete eight-
generation fan chart!
 You are invited to visit the 
Roger N. Geiser Family History 
Library inside the Heritage 
Center and ask for assistance in 
creating your family fan chart. 
Call the Heritage Center for an 
appointment. 

The Heritage Center recently 
received a Swiss bell shipped 
from Albany,Oregon by Louis 
and Marilyn Lehman. Nathan 
Lehman, Louie’s brother ordered 
the bell from Lehman’s in 1985 
as a gift for his brother. Made in 
Switzerland, the bell is engraved 
with the names of Louie and his 
first wife, Carmen. Also engraved 
on the bell is “Liederloft,” 
which translates as “song loft.” 
The Lehmans displayed the 
personalized bell in their home. It 
is now on display in the Heritage 
Center Gift Shop.

Kidronites are known
for . . . FRUGALITY.
To be frugal is to

spend money wisely.

Be WISE, be FRUGAL!
Buy your copies of 

KIDRON’s 200th
anniversary book NOW,

just in time for Christmas!

See special insert for
BOOK SALE details.

104-year-old Friendship Quilt Returns to 
Kidron after Traveling Thousands of Miles

Creating a Friendship Quilt is a project of love involving many participants. In 1916, 
for their 25th wedding anniversary, Albert and Barbara (Bixler) Loganbill were gifted 
a Friendship Quilt from Kidron relatives and acquaintances. Albert and Barbara were 
married in the Salem Mennonite Church in 1891 and were living in Geary, Oklahoma.
  Each block was cut to form a circular Mill Wheel when sewn together. The 
Loganbill’s relatives and friends embroidered their names, and sometimes the year 1916, 
on their blocks. The 76x86-inch Friendship Quilt contains 56 blocks. 
 The quilt came into the possession of the Loganbill’s daughter Effie Lehman. Effie 
gave the Friendship Quilt to LaVeta Habegger, Albert and Barbara’s granddaughter, 
who passed it on to her daughter, Rachel and John Pannabecker for their 25th wedding 
anniversary. With an Ohio State University PhD in textiles and clothing, Rachel 
recognized the priceless quilt as one that should return to Kidron, and recently donated 
it to the Heritage Center museum. After traveling thousands of miles with the Loganbill 
family, the Friendship Quilt stitched by Kidron women in 1916 returned to the community 
from where it originated.

LaVeta (Loganbill) Habegger, July 2008 Mennonite Family History, Volume XXVII, 
Number 3, “A Forgotten Friendship Quilt Creates Family Connections” pp 116-123



This has been an 
eventful year for the 
Kidron area, including 
Sonnenberg Village. It 
has been twelve years 
since work began in the 
newly established village 
with the rebuilding of 
the Tschantz Cabin, 
followed quickly by 
the relocation to the 
village of the Lehman 
House and Lehman 
Spring House. Because 
of COVID-19, we did 
not begin our 2020 work 
until May, and we did 
not reopen until July 1 
after negotiations with 
the Wayne County Health Department.
 With twelve years of building in the village, our first list of “to do” 
items involved maintenance on the buildings already on hand. Efforts soon 
concentrated on two “new” buildings: finishing the Bixler House and siding 
the Zuercher (Garden) House. Many of the sills and much of the trim on 
three sides of the Lehman House were also replaced.  
 With the help of many volunteers, nearly all of our 2020 goals have 
been met. The Bixler House is now for rent, the work on the Lehman House 
should be finished by November 1, and the Zuercher House’s full west side 
and half of the south side have been sided. The plan is to complete these 
tasks in November.

Sonnenberg Village

Bixler House Ready for Renters

New Members
Owen B. Lehman, Dover OH              Neil Safran, Reminderville OH

Take a Book, Leave a Book
A Little Free Library was installed on the 
Sonnenberg Village campus this summer, 
thanks to Jan Hilty who with her husband, 
Leon, owns and operates 3-D Meats in 
Dalton. Little Free Library started as a 
simple idea and became a global literacy 
movement. According to the Little Free 
Library website, since 2009 there are 
100,000 registered Little Free Libraries in all 
50 states and 108 countries. Anyone can 
share books in local Little Free Library book-
sharing boxes. Simply “take a book and 
leave a book.” 

The 12th Annual Kidron Beet Festival is now 
history. Neither the number of entries nor the 
number of spectators matched the last few years, 
but it was a nice day and many people attended 
the COVID-19 compliant festivities. There were 
entries in every beet contest category. The music 
was wonderful and the vendors said that they had 
a good day of sales. All the buildings had hosts 
available, the Saurer Blacksmith Shop forge was 
fired up and the newly restored metal lathe was 
operational, and the restored Bixler House was 
open for inspection. 
 Beet contest prize winners were determined 
by judges Karen Geiser, Obie Geiser and Rita 
Shisler. 
• Largest Lutz Beet: Thomas Troyer, 3 lb. 12 

oz. (Kidron)
• Largest Organic Lutz Beet: Mrs. Jecky 

Hershberger, 7 lb. 8 oz. (Kidron).
• Most Luscious Lutz Beet: Bev Schloneger 

(Kidron)
• Best Heirloom Beet: Allyson Leisy (Wooster)
• Best Beet Salad: Ellen Hockenberry, End of 

Harvest Salad (Kidron)
• Best Dessert: Tiffany Orphanides, Beet 

Brownies (Massillon)
• Best Side/Appetizer: Allyson Leisy, Pickled 

Beets and Eggs (Wooster)

Lots of Fresh Beets

Tim Orphanides of 
Massillon attended 
the Beet Festival 
dressed for the 
occasion.

FOR RENT; Bixler House in Sonnenberg Village. 
Will complete to suit. Perfect for a small shop or 
store. HVAC and adjacent restrooms. Call the 
Heritage Center 330-857-9111 to arrange a tour and 
discussion of terms. A great opportunity for the right 
person.

Annual Memberships Expire At End of Calendar Year
The expiration of your annual membership does not appear on your 
mailing label as it has sometimes in the past. You may learn when 
your annual membership expires by emailing the Heritage Center at 
kidronheritagecenter@hotmail.com or by calling the Heritage Center at 
330-857-9111.

Four Central Christian School students and two 
sponsors worked on the Bixler House for their recent 
Community Service Day assignment: Marlin Troyer, 
Josiah Bixler, Amos Bixler, Nathan Stjernholm, 
Armand Silva, and teacher, Bob Troyer.



Board President ..................................... Art Neuenschwander 
Board Vice President .......................................... Steve Gerber
Board Treasurer..........................................  richard Nussbaum
Board Secretary ............................................Gloria Kaufmann
Board Membership Chairperson .........................Leora Gerber

Individual Annual Member ............................... $20
Husband and Wife Annual Member ................ $35
Organization Annual Member .......................... $50
Individual Life Member .................................... $300
Heritage Club Member ...................$1000 or more

Name  _____________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________
 ___________________________________________________________
Type of Membership ____________________________    New    renewal
Membership Fee $_________      General Donation $____________
Would you like a receipt?   Yes     No     Thank you!

Send checks to Kidron Community Historical Society  ●  Box 234  ●  Kidron, OH 44636 
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Kidron-Sonnenberg Heritage Center
13153 Emerson Road   ●   Kidron, Ohio

OPEN APRIL through NOVEMBER   ●   SATURDAYS   ●   11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
CLOSED DECEMBER, JANUARY, FEBRUARY and MARCH

The Heritage Center is closed December through March but welcomes appointments for tours and to visit the museum or Sonnenberg Village. 
Call and leave a message at 330-857-9111 for information or to schedule an appointment.

The Kidron Community Historical Society of Kidron, Ohio, founded in 1977, operates under the nonprofit charter granted by the State of Ohio. 
Your tax deductible gifts will help secure the future of the Historical Society and give you a part in preserving the heritage of this unique community.

Administration
Board Member ................................................... Diane Sommer
Board Member ...................................................... Fritz Sprunger
Heritage Center Director ...................................... richard Wolf
Sonnenberg Village Project Director ..........................ray Leisy
Bit o’ Vit Editor ...................................................Judie Nussbaum

Kidron Community Historical Society Membership
Annual memberships are due in January and expire on December 31.  Contact the Heritage Center if uncertain of your membership status.


