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Only a handful of Kidron citizens can say
they have always lived within 800 yards
of the square of Kidron. Fewer have both
lived and worked within that 800-yard
distance. One of those is Max Gerber, the
new director of the Kidron-Sonnenberg
Heritage Center. Max’s connection to the
Kidron community runs long and deep.
The son of Rich and Joy Gerber, Max has
lived and worked within that 800-yard
radius for his 68 years; his many memories
and learned information will be invaluable
in his work with the historical society.

After attending Kidron Elementary
School and graduating from Dalton
High School in 1974, Max received a
business degree from Ashland College in i
1978. He immediately found his place in
the operation of the growing grocery store south of the square,
at one time known as the South Side Store. Now known as the
Kidron Town and Country Store, Max was proprietor of KT&C
for 24 years, after having worked for his father beginning at age
13. Richard and Joy bought the store from Earl Hofstetter and
his brother Dennis (Red) Hofstetter, Rich’s cousins, and handed
over the business to Max in 1992. After selling the store to Larry
and Ranee Yoder and retiring in 2016, Max served as the Central
American Medical Outreach (CAMO) purchasing agent for more
than five years.

Max has a long familial history of musical talent. While in high
school, he and his sisters, Melissa, Suzy, and Betsy, sang together
in barbershop style. The 3 Sharps and a Flat quartet were always
a highlight at the Kidron Volunteer Fire Department’s chicken
BBQ, then held beside the Kidron Town and Country Store on the
Kidron Auction grounds.

In school, Max played the trombone and baritone horn. A
few years ago Max decided he would like to play the tuba. He
approached then Dalton High School band director, Charles
Morton, and asked if there was any chance he could trade his
trombone for a tuba. Mr. Morton said he did not have an available
tuba but had a pile of parts that he would give Max in trade for

his trombone. Max accepted the offer and
discovered that the parts were not for a
tuba, but parts of a number of tubas that did
not fit together to create the one tuba Max
had dreamed of.

But that didn’t end Max’s dream of
acquiring a tuba. He learned that there
would be a tuba in an auction at the Sprunger
Building. As the auction was scheduled to
take place during Max’s working hours,
he asked Beverly Horst to buy a tuba. As
it turned out there were two tubas in the
auction, and Beverly won the bid for one
of them. The other tuba was purchased by
a music teacher at Central Christian School
~ who later contacted Max and asked if he
. would be interested in trading his tuba with

the one she had acquired. One had three
valves, the other had four. Max said he didn’t care how many
valves his tuba had, and made the trade. His ultimate goal was to
play in the Wayne County Tuba Christmas at the Wooster High
School Performing Arts Center. He accomplished that goal and
continues to play in that annual event; he also plays tuba with the
Orrville Community Band.

Max brings a pocket full of skills, knowledge, experiences and
community connections to the operation of the Heritage Center and
is eager to engage the next generation in promoting the values and
history of the Kidron-Sonnenberg community. Memorabilia and
especially photos from 1900 to the 1950s would be great additions
to the museum’s collection. You may contact Max to arrange
adding your donations to the Heritage Center or to learn of other
ways you can be involved in the operation of the Heritage Center.
Max can be contacted by email at kidronheritagecenter@gmail.
com or phoning the center at 330-857-9111. Leave a message if
Max is not in the office.

Max and his wife Deanne live less than 800 yards east of Kidron.
Their daughter, Maggie and her husband Ryan Stringfellow live in
Portland, Oregon with their two sons, ages 8 and 5. Son Andy and
his wife Shannon live in Kidron, also within an 800-yard distance
of the square.



Dick Wolf has concluded eight years as director of the Heritage
Center where he used his efficient office and planning skills in
the daily operation of the center.

Leora Gerber and Fritz Sprunger recently retired from
their long-time voluntary commitments to the KCHS board
and accessioning items in the Heritage Center museum. Leora
continues to enter names in the genealogy database while
Fritz is planning to tackle several research and organizational
projects at the center.

Abundant gratitude is extended to Dick, Leora and Fritz
for their many years of expertise in the careful preservation of
KCHS artifacts and records.

| Leora Gerber, Dick

Wolf, and Fritz Sprunger
celebrated eight years

of working together
accessioning at the KCHS
museum. Sharon Wolf
and Ellen Sprunger joined
them at Taggart’'s Ice
Cream and a field trip

to Louisville, Dick’s old
stomping ground.

The Kidron Historical Society is very pleased to have received
the news that its grant application to upgrade the Gerber-
Nussbaum Barn was selected by the Wayne County Grant
Foundation.

The $60,000 grant will be used to add restrooms and
a warm-up kitchen to the barn, allowing it to be a more
functional facility for community events such as concerts,
wedding receptions, educational activities, and family
gatherings.

The funding will cover about half of the cost for the
upgrade. We are hoping local organizations and individuals
will help raise the balance needed to turn this dream into a
reality.

Sonnenberg Village signifies much about our rich Kidron-
Sonnenberg heritage, and we want to continue to share it with
others in meaningful ways. Thank you to the Wayne County
Grant Foundation for accepting our application.
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Though seldom seen due to their > enticing to these lovely Lepidopterans.

nocturnal nature, moths are every bit Chelsea is a naturalist from Crawford County, Ohio.
as beautiful and charismatic as their An avid native plant gardener and a passionate
butterfly cousins. Their role as pollinators entomologist, Gottfried’s area of expertise include
is essential to the survival of many of moths, bees, dragonflies and damselflies.

our plants, especially orchids. Most
importantly, moths and their caterpillars Join us in Sonnenberg Village as we welcome

are food for birds, bats and countless other Chelsea Gottfried on Saturday, March 29, 2025 at 2:00
animals. at the Welcome Center. Admission is $5 per person.

We will take a photographic journey into the intriguing world For more info contact: Allyson Leisy at 330-264-9976.
of moths, exploring which of our native plants are most
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Gardening for Moths: Chelsea Gottfried
March 29, 2025, 2:00 p.m.

Sonnenberg Village Welcome Center

Annual Business Meeting and Desserts
Tuesday, April 22, 7:00 pm
Sonnenberg Village Welcome Center
Volunteers Will Be Honored
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Kidron-Sonnenberg Heritage Center
13153 Emerson Road e Kidron, Ohio

OPEN APRIL through OCTOBER e SATURDAYS e 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
CLOSED NOVEMBER, DECEMBER, JANUARY, FEBRUARY, and MARCH

The Heritage Center is closed November through March, but welcomes appointments to visit the museum and Sonnenberg Village.
Call and leave a message at 330-857-9111 for information or to schedule an appointment.

The Kidron Community Historical Society of Kidron, Ohio, founded in 1977, operates under the nonprofit charter granted by the State of Ohio.
Your tax deductible gifts will help secure the future of the Historical Society and give you a part in preserving the heritage of this unique community.
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