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John Sprunger was

a cornerstone in the
Kidron community and
beyond for his business
acumen and servant
heart. John lived his life
guided by the biblical
Golden Rule: “Do to
others as you would
have them do to you”
(Matthew 7:12).

Most days John
could be seen on
the Kidron Auction
grounds tending to the
business he and his wife
Janet owned and operated since 1973. John developed
the auction into a well-known cattle auction in Ohio
and beyond, adding hay and straw sales, providing
opportunities for farmers to buy and sell their baled
crops. Flea market vendors set up on the auction grounds
on Thursdays and often Saturdays too, providing a
market space in Kidron to sell their wares.

A lifelong resident of Kidron, John was a 1955
graduate of Dalton High School, and subsequently
served four years with the U.S. Coast Guard, mostly
at Marblehead, Ohio. Beyond the sea, John could also
be found in the air as an avid pilot with long-standing
involvement with the Wayne County Airport Authority.

John began his career with the Kidron Volunteer
Fire Department in 1959 and became Chief in 1960, a
position which he held
for 45 years. He was
instrumental in leading
the department’s growth
with inspiration and
involvement. He retired
from the KVFD in 2014
with 55 years of service.

John was involved in many other community
activities, including leadership roles on the former
Dunlap Memorial Hospital’s Board of Directors and as
a director of the board of the former First National Bank
of Orrville. In 2004 he was named Kidron’s first Citizen
of the Year. For many years, following the tradition of
his parents Cy and Helen, John and Janet invited the
community to enjoy a substantial Christmas display set
up along the circular driveway of their home.

In 1993, John and Janet
generously donated land
and the former Lehman
Auto Service structure along
Emerson Road to the Kidron
Community Historical Society,
where the Heritage Center
Museum and Roger N. Geiser
Family History Library are
located.

John was actively involved in the Salem Mennonite
Church, where he sang in the choir and served in various
leadership roles.

On January 19, 2026, John passed away. John was
born June 5, 1937, to the late Cy and Helen (Stockham)
Sprunger. He married Janet Boss in 1958. Together
they were involved in many community and church-
related activities. They have three children: Jedd
(Nanette) Sprunger of Kidron, Janell (Mark) Greenwood
of Chicago, IL, and Janeen Sprunger of Sidney; four
grandchildren, Grant, Ryan (Colleen), Clay (Staci),
and Aubree (Kaleb); four great-grandchildren, Haydn,
Landon, Easton, and FEllie; a step-granddaughter, Lauren
(Patrick); and step-great-granddaughter, Katherine;
siblings: Fritz (Ellen) Sprunger of Orrville and Donna
Demian of New York.

A memorial service was held January 23 at Kidron
Mennonite Church with Salem Mennonite Church’s
pastor Kevin Himes officiating. Burial was at Salem
Mennonite Church Cemetery.




Gift Shop volunteers commit
to four hours (11:00 am-3:00
pm) on Saturdays from April
through October. The goal
is to meet and greet visitors,
smile and be friendly, and
share memories of Kidron life
and answer questions to the
best of your knowledge when
asked.

Teams of two (wives and
husbands, sisters, brothers,
or brothers and sisters, or
friends) make the time together enjoyable, and your
shared memories are very interesting to visitors. It is
not hard work and requires a minimal time commitment.
Max will schedule your assignment in consideration of
your availability.

To pursue this opportunity, contact Max at the
Heritage Center: 330-857-9111. Leave a message if he is
not available, and he will return your call.

The Wayne County Library
will host their second annual
Local History Fair on Saturday,
March 7, 2026, from 10:00
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the Library
Conference Room at 220 W.
Liberty St., Wooster. This
event provides local historical
societies and individuals with
notable personal historical collections an opportunity
to host a display table, highlight their organization
or collection, and engage with members of the
community.

The Kidron Community Historical Society
will participate in the Local History Fair, where
participants are invited to share information about
their mission, hours of operation, upcoming 2026
programs, and any opportunities for community
involvement. We hope to see you at this celebration of
local history.
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The Gerber-Nussbaum Barn addition that will provide facilities for a kitchen and restrooms has progressed
significantly.

—

corner of the barn.

Looking south inside the new addition, the opening on
the left accesses the restrooms, and the door on the right
accesses the kitchen.

The inside of the new addition
is ready for plumbing, heating,
A/C, and electrical work.

Looking north, we see the addition located on the southeast
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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Tuesday, June 2, 7:00 pm | Sonnenberg Village Gerber-Nussbaum Barn

Volunteers Will Be Honored




330-857-2111

kidronheritagecenter@gmail.com
www kidronhistoricalsociety.org

Address Service Requested

Nonprofit
Organization
Postage Paid
Wooster, Ohio

44691
Permit No. 228

Kidron-Sonnenberg Heritage Center
13153 Emerson Road e Kidron, Ohio

OPEN APRIL through OCTOBER e SATURDAYS e 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
CLOSED NOVEMBER, DECEMBER, JANUARY, FEBRUARY, and MARCH

The Heritage Center is closed November through March, but welcomes appointments to visit the museum and Sonnenberg Village.
Call and leave a message at 330-857-9111 for information or to schedule an appointment.

The Kidron Community Historical Society of Kidron, Ohio, founded in 1977, operates under the nonprofit charter granted by the State of Ohio.
Your tax deductible gifts will help secure the future of the Historical Society and give you a part in preserving the heritage of this unique community.

Administration
Board President .......cocovveeeieiiiiiceieees Art Neuenschwander Board Member........cocoovvveeiiiiecieicieeeeeeee e Sherri Steiner
Board Vice President ......ccocoevveeciieecieieieeee Veryl Kratzer Board Member........cccoeeviiieciiiiiiiieieeeee . Diane Sommer
BOArd TreQSUIEY......vviiiieiiieeeeecieee e John Slater Heritage Center DireCtor .......ccoevievciiiiciieeeiiee Max Gerber
Board Secretary ......ocoveeeiiiiciieeeee e Gloria Kaufmann Sonnenberg Village Event Manager...................... Lorie Troyer
Board Member.......ccooiiiiiiiieeeeeee e, Steven Miller Sonnenberg Village Project Manager...... Jim Swartzentruber
Bit 0" Vit EQItOr..uviieiiiieciieceeeee e Judie Nussbaum

Kidron Community Historical Society Membership

Name Individual Annual Member .........cccooveveeveeennnn. $30
Address Husband and Wife Annual Member................ $45

Organization Annual Member..........ccccceuveen. $50
Type of Membership O New [ Renewal Individual Life Member.......cccccooovveeeeeeecnnenn. $300
Membership Fee $ General Donation $ Heritage Club Member ................... $1000 or more
Would you like areceipt? 1 Yes [1No  Thank you!

Send checks to Kidron Community Historical Society e Box 234 e Kidron, OH 44636



